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Archepiscopal Encyclical for the
Commemoration of OXI Day

October 28, 2022

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

But thanks be to God, Who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!
(I Corinthians 15:57)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On this OXI Day, the day when we remember the courage and the unlimited bravery
of the Greek People in the face of fascism and oppression, we offer up our profound
gratitude to God. Not only for the victory of those valiant heroes, but for the consequences

of that victory in our lives.

We live today — both in Greece and in America — as free peoples, because of the
sacrifice of others. They sowed the harvest of our liberty, as the Psalmist says, “with tears,
and they wept as they cast their seeds” (Psalm 125:6-7, LXX). They sowed in cold and rain.
They sowed in hunger and thirst. They sowed and fought and labored, experiencing horrific
deprivations. Many died without seeing the final triumph over the Axis powers. But they

knew in their hearts and in their very bones the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

In mountains and gorges, forests and ravines, these warriors lived and died like the

spiritual warriors of the Church, who made their dwellings, as the Epistle says, “in deserts,
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and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth” (Hebrews 11:38). Often alone on a
mountain post, keeping watch against the enemies of freedom. Or fighting with guerilla
tactics against an overwhelming force, the Greeks of World War II never gave up and they
never gave in. We all know the delays they caused the Axis, and the hope they inspired
around the globe.

My beloved Christians, such valor can never be forgotten. Because in the collective
courage of the Greek People, and their willingness to undergo unspeakable hardship for the
sake of liberty, we have an image of the victory of the Martyrs of old, and a pattern to which
we hold ourselves, for a future that is lived in freedom. It is Christ who gives us the victory
— over sin, over evil, and ultimately over death. May we always cherish the harvest of the
freedoms granted to us by the sacrifice of others, and ever give thanks to God for such fruits

that issue forth from His victory.

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ,

Ji e Kol

1t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOp. IMowr. 228/2022

Agxtemokomikn EykvkAlog yia tnyv fuéga tov «OXI»
28 Oxktwfotov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPBeotatoug Tepeig
kal Ataxkovovg, toug Movayxoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolag tov 100, ta Hueprjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AgLy,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeOodoLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Tw 6¢ Ocw xapic T O6166vTL NuLv T0 vikog Ot Tov Kvpiov nuwv Incov Xptotov»
(A" Kop. 15:57).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

Ac mpoo@épovpe d0LOAOYIX Kal eVXAQLOTIEG EVYVWHOVOVTAS TO B0 katax TN
onueowvt) Nuéga tov «OXD». Mia Npépa kata TV 0ol AVATTOAOVUE T1) YEVVALOTITA Kol
TO ATUOTEVTO KOVQAYLO TOV EAANVIKOD AQOU ATEVAVTL OTO QAOCLOHNO KAl TNV Katamieon.
Aeglxvovpe TV eUYVWHOOUVN Hag OXL HOVO Yl TIC VIKES TV AvOQelwV TEOYOVWVY HAG,

AAAX KAL YIX TIG OUVETELEG TWV VIKNPOQWV AYWVWV TOLG 0T Cwr) Hag.

Mmogovpe onueoa va amoAapfPavovpe Ty éAevOepla otnv EAAGda kal otnv
Apeouen) Yt dAAoL Quokotnray Yix Epag. AUTol €0TElQay TOUG OTIOEOLS Y TO OeQLOUO
TWV KAQTIWV TG EAevOepiag, Omws pag Aéet 0 PAAPWIOC: «TTOQEVOLLEVOL ETTOQEVOVTO Kol
&xAaiov BaAdovteg ta oméopata avtwv» (WaAu. 125:6-7). "Eomegvav, un gofovuevol to
KkQVO kat 1t Peoxn, TV melva kat Tt dipa. 'Eomegvav mMoAgpwvTag HoXOHEVOL,

vmopévovtag UmepPoAikes otegnoels. IToAdot méBavav xwolc va mEOA&Pouvv v
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£0pTAo0LV TO OplapPo amévavti otic duvapels ToL Afova, AAA& aloOavotav ota Badn g

KOG TOUG KAl HéXOL TO HedOVAL TN PuXNG Toug TNV TeAKT) vikn péow tov Kvpiov touvg

Tnoov Xpwotov.

Zta Bouva Kat ota @agayyl, ot dA0T Kal TIG XaQAddQes, avTol Ol MOAEHULOTEG
élnoav kat méBavav, HHOVHEVOL TOUG TIVEVHATIKOUS AYwVIoTES TN¢ ExkAnoiag, ot omtoiot
£XOUV TIAQOMOLOVG TOTIOVG KATOWKIAG, OMWS O ATOOTOAOG AéeL: «€v Eonuiaig mMAavawuevol
Kal 0peot kat omnAaiolg kat taig omaic g yne» (EPoaiovg 11:38). Tuvxva énavw oe
ATIOHOVWHEVA TIAQATNONTNOLY, 0& OKOTILX KAl AAAEG (POQES AKOUT) KAL e AVTAQTOTIOAEO
EVAVTIt OTI) oLVTOLTTTIKT] UTtegomAlar Twv €XxOpwv g éAevOepiag, ol éAANVeg kata ToO
Agvtepo Iayxkodouio moAepo ote d¢ diotaoav kat tote dev Lioxwenoav. 'vwptCovpe Aot
v v kaBvotéonon mov mEokAAeoav ol EAANVIKES dLVAHELS OTOV Afova KAl Yo TV

EATIda OV Edwoav oe OAx Tx £OVn.

Ayamnrol pov xowotiavol, avTn 1] avdgela kal avteg ol aflec magapévouv
avaAdolwteg €ic Tov aiwva. Mé 10 ovAAoykd 0&pog ToL EAANVIKOL AaoL Kal TV
axatapdxnt) 0€ANOT Tov YIX TV éAgvOepia, ATIOKTOVUE piat EKOVA ATIO TIC VIKEG TWV
TAAXLOV HAQTVOWV ATIEVAVTL OTO Kako, kabws kal povadua medtuna otr) Cwn) Hag Tov
éumvéovv va dywviCopaote yix v €AgvOeptla. O Xowotog eivat avtog mov divel TV
éAevOegia amévavtt otV apagtia, 0TO Kako kKal év TéAel amévavtt oto Bavato. Ag
dtauAdlovpe wg KOEN O0POAAUOL TNV EAevOepia OV pAG dwELOTNKE, TIEOOPEQOVTAG
AYATN TEOS TOV TANOioV Kat dofalovtag evXaploTiakax T0 &0 Yx OAovg avToLg TOLG

KQQTIOUG TIOL HAG XAQLOE TTAOVOTLOTIAQOX .

Meta matoueng ev Kvolw ayanng,

& Pgors %%;4203

t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpopog



